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PRIMGRY AND EXPORT INDUSTRIES. 


SEASON. 411 arcas, except the still drought~stricken south-west (ineLuding much 
of the Riverina), received fair to gocd rains in the middle weeks of 
May, anc uscful falls occurred cn parts of the Coastal divisions subsuquently. 
Temperatures were normal, but it is now too cold for a vigorous growth of 
herbage. Rabbits are numerous but are being reduced in number by trapping. 


The fodder positicn is acute, The Conmomyealth is continuing efforts of 
secure oversca supplies, and has seized a quantity of chaff in Western Lustralia 
for civersion for pit ponics in N.SeWe 


WOOL. In Justralia the gquentity of wool apprnised this season was stated by 

the Central Wool Committee on May 31, 1945 as 2,900,756 bales «f an 
appraised value of £52,141,478. ‘The average greasy prices of wool appraised 
WO to 


Nese le Vice Q'londs Seust. WeAust, Tas. Clwealth. 


Per lbe greas} 15.56d. 14.88d. 14,00. 12035de 156460. 17.244. 13,870. 


2 


Present indications aro that the Australian 194445 clip will be about 
3,150,000 beles or about 250,000 bales short of the original estimate, 


No official stxtoment was made at the close of the Empire Wool Confer 2nce 
in London, but it is understood that satisfactory agreements were renched. 
regarding marketinge Press comment suggest that as a result mills arc assured 
of long-term supplies of wool at stable prices. It is hinted that sttcmpts 


may be made to reach agreement with American interests, and later to arrange & 
world conference 


WHEAT, The outlook for wheat and other cercal crops in northern and ocntral 

seetions of the wheat belt romain favourable, but the unbroken drought 
in the Riverina renders sowint and production prospects in the southern section 
unpromisinge 


945 licenses had been issued to 21,935 growers covering 
eres of wheat in NeSeve, ond o lerge addition:l area 
ssued in Jue. Last seasona tetal of 21,622 licenses 


tc be no 


To the end of May, 1 
the sowing cf 4,752,591 a 
was covered by licenses iss 
covering 4,000,893 acres were issued. As in the present season there is 
restriction of wheat growing in 1946, 

Duc to the tisht wheat situsticn, N.S.We flour mills arc to operate one 
shift only from Junc 1 to Nov. 50, 1945. 


The Bread Inguiry conducted by Mr. Justice Kimella, (the repor’é on which 
has been presented) revcaled the need for improving the quality of wheat flour 
Lng 


and breac in N.S.We, ond the Government is taking steps foward ronedyin 
deficicncics. 


DLTRYING Butter production is decreasing rapidly and is insufficient to 
INDUS TRY. meet local demand, Illustrative of the iustroalian situotion, the 


quotas fixed for June 1945 permit of ints ate sale of 96,5 per 
cont. of the butter and 98.2 per cent. of the cheose manufactured, which neans 
that very little from current production is available for cxport. The 
scasomlly low Level in production is more emphasised than usunle 


Milk supplies for the Sydney and Newcastle areas have decreased and to 
householders have been reduced to 30 per cent. of usual deliveries. 


There has been a serious falling-off in the qumlity of butter mace in New 
South Weles, The proportion graded at factories as choicest and rcgraded as first 
quality was 98% in 1941, 12.3% in 1942, 17.7% in 1946, 20.4% in 1944 and 51.5% in 
1945. 


t 
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GENERAL. an official estinate of the present annul cost to the Commonwealth 
Government of assistance to primury industries as supplied to 
Parliament is itemised as follows:~ 


cs 
Dairy Industry Assistance Act. 7 500, 000 
Whole milk 1, 650, 000 
Apple and Pear Industry 725, 000 
Wheat Industry ~- subsidy on feed wheat 
freight on wheat from W.Aust. for stock 
feed, and flour tax payments 5s 950, 000 
Wheat acreage payments, Welust. 570, 000 
Stock feed subsidies on greins cther than 
wheat 160, 000 
Fodder, transport and other costs 130, 000 
Jute products for primry industries 1, 000, 000 
Superphosphate 23 750, 000 
Nitrate of soda and sulphate of ammonia 290, 000 
iirsonic production 4.5 000 
Pea and bean seed 120, 000 
Casein 20, 000 
Pruit case shooks, Weduste 202.000 
Total 204 9285 000 


In addition, considerable direct and indirect assistance bas been afforded 
through other forms of subsidy and guarantoe @.ege provision of accommodation for 
rural workers and of agricultural machinery, vegetable market stabilisation , 
compensation to growers on undelivered croans, otc. 
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PART IT FINANCE AND TRADE, 
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GaNERLL. The Commonwealth Governnent's White Paper ob. Pull _ Hnployment, 


tabled on Mey 30 embodies the . ypproprial te princip ples of Cconcmic 
policy previously annomced, (See BS.1945/1B, - fess 


The War Gratuity Bill (sec BS,1945/3. p.4) and the Life Insuranoc Bill are 
before Parlicment. The “latter nates Commonwealth and will “rep l: ‘oc State 
laws on life insurance ond provides for on Insurance Commissioner to administer 
provisions designed to protect insured persons, and the establishment of a 
Commonwealth Life Insurance office when and if deemee desirable, 


Lhe Comonyealth Conversion Loan in London of £60 m >r-ught subscriptions 
totalling ‘£5667 tM, The Commerwealth Bank will teke up the remaining £365 ms in 
addition to providing £34 m, for repayment of maturing stook, 4s 2 result of 
the conversion £2 m a year will be caved in intersst and by pepaymcHt of loans 
£207 Me Pode interest will be payable in Australia instend of having to be 
remitted to London. 


The price of gold in sustralia is now £10.133.6d. an ounce fine, cr within 
6d. of the record price in 1941. 


An acounuleted deficit of £400,000 cn the Sydney Harbour Bridge is to be 
met from the State Consolidated Revenue Fund. 


N.S. We GOVERNMEI'T Receipts in April, 1945 were £58,000 less and payments 
/.CCOUNTS. were £275,000 greater than in ..pril, 1944. 


In comparing accounts for the ten months ended April, 1944 and 1945 certain 
special transactions, vide footnote to the table msut be telcn into account. 
These transactions had little effcet upon the net result which in the combined 
accounts was £598, 000 the more favourable in 1944-45. The excess of receipts 
over expenditure in the Consolide ted Ce Fund vas £574,000 greater and 
business undertakings (including Mein Roads) showed an improvement of £24,000, with 
regressions of £80,000 for Railways and of & ca vane in Road Transport and. Traffic 
Fund, and the improvement cf £155,000 for Main Roads and of £93,000 for Sydney 
Harbour, as the major frctcrs. 


NEW _jJOUTA LAS GOVSRNMSNT ACCOUNTS. 


ene et eran 


(S rillicns) 


Sxpé enditure + 


| 

} 
July to a -| a a ——_—_-_—--——- | ixcGess 
april Cons'd.Rev.} Bus Main | bs | Buse | Main of 

Undtkegs.} Roads | Total | 'd,Rev.e| Undtkgs.| Roads!. Total | Revenue 
| 

194.5=44 25055 35652 =| 2018 @ 61.03 | 34619 | 27.64 | 2623 | 61-06 | (=) 603 
1944=45 27.79 55439 | 2050 | 65048; 55,07 25064 | 2020 | 62.91 | 007 


Movenont | (+) 44 (- )2015 (4) 012 [2-45 (+) 3.88 oo (3 2.00 iSeaa 03 (4) 1685 | (+) 260 


pera sinuses ue et a nts 


+ Including in 1944-45 the reeccipt of £5025 1 Me and the ian of Ede 84 Me fons 
retirement of — bills (Vide BySe 1945/2A,p 04) and receipt of £639,000 for 
transfer of Garden Is. to the Clwealthe 


g Railways, Tranwoys end Buses, Road Transport and Traffie Fund, and Sydney 
Harbours 
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NOTE ISSUE, Notes in the hands of the -.public reached a peak (apart from the 

Christmas expansion) of £183,3 m. in October, 1944. By ‘the end 
of april, 1945 there had been a contraction of £1448 m. (contrasted with an 
increase of £2861 m. in the corresponding period of 1943—/4), It is probable 
that with the tapcring off cf.war production the curreney necds of business are 
somewhat reduced, and also that © measure of dishoarding, and the transfer from 
the Australian sphere of Allicd serviccmen (lending to the return of Australian 
notes) have beon factors in the recent downward trond. 


LUSERLL NOPES HELD BY PUBLIC, 


Le | £m. Le 
Septe 1939 E755 11944 Fob. 15203 1945 Feb. 1765 
1943 Bota Mears Otis vn Mar. aleal = a 
1944 181.9 Apis 166.5 Apres 168,5 


By a Noticnal Security Regulation issued on May 30, 1945y,notes cf denominaticns 
grcater than £10 will cease to be legnl tender as from ist September, 1945 after 
which they will be legally negotinble only at the State capital offices of the 
Commonwealth Banke Details of notes outstanding by denomination were given in 
BS.1945/4B as page 5. 


RETAIL TR.DE. The value of seles in a group of large Sydney stores was 66 

per cent. less in lirch 1945, than in March 1944 (which hed one 
more trading day). This was the first decrense compared with the corresponding 
month of a year earlier for twelve months, but the value of sales in Merch 
Quarter showed an inerease of 4.8% over those in March Qr. 1944, 


Data regarding stocks is suggestive of anpreciable re-stocking. The value 
of stocks held by these stores was 17 oer cent. greater in March, 1945 and for 
March Gr., 1945 averaged 9.2 per cent. more than a year before. All soft-goods, 
exeept fancy drapery wore in better supply, substantially so for most classes, but 
stocks of boots and shocs were down (notwithstanding that sales in March were 
2303 per cent, less than in March, 1944), and those of furniture and hardware 
wore much as they were a year carlier (though sales of these had inoreased 
appreciably) . 


RETAIL TRADS - SXDERTUNCE OF LARGE SYDNSY STORES. 


Percentage Inerease (+) ox Decrease Q(-) from corresponding period previous yeare 


Value of Sales. Valuc of Stocks 

Years cs ona tai i ane a ES REASONS Ce aieredennt ra a eal = 
Deo. Jane | Fobe | Jane-Mare | Mer. | Jan thx. 
1941-49 | +) 408](+) 505 | (+) 504 | (4)25-9 Lio) 205) | Ce) te Pp Gel tree 
1942—43 | =) Q5et|(-) 1505 | (-)2705 | (Hp i4ed ~) 1808 | (=) 204 +) 1.9 
194.35 — 4.4. | + 5e& ~) 1000 | (+) 106 +)10.4 +) 163 i \nrZ bel a 740 
1944—45 | (+ Get j(+) 20011 (+) Ce | (+) S06 | +) ay | (+) 170 +) Bei 


ippreeiable decreases in the velus of sales of softgoods in March, 1945 
following won several months cf substantiel inercasc compared with a year 
earlier are reFlective partly of hcovy seles in March, 1944. Inercased sales 
of building mterials, tools, etc. (+11.6/), general hardvare (4+1347%) a 
electrical goods (442.9%) may be related to inerexsed (but still limited) building 
activity, with the removal of control over the sale of heating and ecoking 
appliances an addition l factcre 


aD 


RBTADL TRADE = SALES DY LARGE STONEY SUORSS. 


Pereentage movement from same month in preceding year. 


ar rants —————. 


Wearing Apparel 


ae | Household | Furniture 


Month of |Dress Pieoe | Women's |Men'ts & Boys! }] Boots and Piece aund. 
Marche Goods. ~Wear. Weare Shoes Goods. Hardwar@s 
1942 +) 58.7 | (+) 4407| (+) 47.09 +) 46.2 | (4) 16.7 ~) 565 
1945 -) 154 -) 2267] (=) 30,0 | (=) 1767 | (+) 2049 ~) 943 
1944 +) 35.5 +) 2752] (+) 25.9 | (+) 21.4 | (~) 2543 . 6.5 
1945 i (=) 1445 | =~) 11.1) (=) 13-4 | (st) 2505 | (~) 11.8 | (+) 748 
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PART ITT INDUSTRY, TRANSPORT, TC. 
GENERAL. Manpower. The Acting Prime Minister has indicated the intention 
to make a statemcnt of manpower policy almost immediately, It is 
expected that the "reebalancing" of the Australian war effort will result in 


further substantial rcleascs from the Forecs and of men from yar production 
for employment in essential civilian industries, particularly the primary and 
building industrics. 


pecotnlis uu Ons 
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Sinee Lala thore have coe n sak factories with a 
Of these 61 ane 
wages and See: 

Leeding industrialists, who have directed munitions, ete, production for the 
Commonwealth during the war, hove now been released to resume their posts with 
private industry. 


The industrial dispute which rendered idle 3,000 ironworkers in the 
Balmain areca for six weeks bas ended, 


EMPLOYMANT IN 
NaW aw SOUTH WaLss. 


In May, 1945 there were 780,800 persons in employment 
in New South Wales. This number vas 700 less than in 
February, 1945 and 6,100 and 3,600 more thon in March 19436 
and Moreh, 1944, respectively. 


From February to ilareh, 1945 the most noteworthy change was the decrease 
of 1,600 males in privetc employment, contrary to the tend of recent months, 
and possibly the result of industrial stoppages. 


Over the twelve months ended March, 1945 there wore 6,000(ineluding 5,700 
males) added to privete payrolls, and there was a dcercase of 2,400 persons 
(males + 1,300 and femics = 3,700) in Government cmployment. 


ESTIMATED SALARY AND WAGE &.RNERS SMPLOYED, N.S.W. 


(Sxcluding Rural Workers and Household Donestics) (Includes Civil Construction Corps in M.S.) 


po ns, rs eet 69 ere Sena ene meee ty tm Senne mae 


| MILES | FEMALUS TOLL 
Govte | | iCovte = 
Year. (C' th. State Private! (G' th State|Private 'C'th, State Private | 
Local and Employ~|TotaljLocal and | Smploy~|Total [Local Employ~ | Total 
jAllied). ers Allied). eYSe Allied) ers 
‘000 | $900 | "000 "000 000 1000. : 000 "000 1000 
wr evemeas cate ns i nem ie 2 rem Ae SCRE RTS OS E a ari loom _ a: ape a ian 
1939-July 1136.5 595.4 , 529.9) 19.4 | 14846 168.0 | 15509 54240 | 69749 
1941-Dec. | 146.4 41064 | 95665 2504 120569 |227,5| 168 | 6140 | 785.8 
1943-ynxr, | 15662 372.0 | 528.2) 38.7 | 20748 [24605 | 194.9 57908 =| 77407 
1944-Feb, 153.0 36908 | 522.6) 4742 20545 25247 | 200.2 57 5et 77503 
Mar. | 152.4 37008 | 523.2) 47.0 | 207 «0 paek 19964 577.8 777.3 
1045-Feb, | 153.3 | 376.1 | 529.4) 45.6 (208.5 |252.1 1 196.9 | 584.6 | 78165 
Mar. | 15367 | 37445 | 528.2! 43.3 20943 125266 | 19760 | 58508 78068 


During March, 1945 employment decreased in factories by 1,400, in mining 
and quarrying by 800, and in trensport and communication by 1,000. Employment 
inereased in pullding and construction by 800 mules, in retail trade by 500 
persons and in "profession 1 and personel services" by 600. 


Over the twelve months ended March, 1945 there were net losses of 5,500 men 
and 5,600 women from fi.ctorics, and net goins of 3,300 men and 500 women in 
transport and oommicstion, The grins of 2,100 men and 3,000 women in 
professioml and personal services over the twelve months ws worthy of note lsd. 
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SOTIMATID TOLL OLAL EMPLOYMANT IN MTT INDUSTRIAL GROUPS, Nav SOUTH Visas, 


Thousnnds. 

ca 7 Jia ii me ; Key oo ae at ois - Fe ae as Ean ae ee Te OS eel ages ne ne ee eciataie . 

Mining |Builéing | Trensport Othor Pe fessicn- 

Factory & & & Retail Gormmencee | al & Person 

Quarrying | Construc- Communication| Trade ond al Services 

| tion | | Tnonec (b) 

_M me BB | M, ane iM | iy { M, { F, M F, M, P, M, is #, 
193%July | 158.8 | 59.5 Hot avadloble.s | ‘a 
1941-Dece | 215.2 | 81.8}29,5 | .2149.0 -.7 81.8 | Bo4 | 41.2 [44.5 4246/19,2152.5 | 58.2 
1945=Mare | 218.4 | 92.6, 24.7 | 62) 5465 | 67 | 8062 | 4464 | 29.3 139.7 | 5409/2140 (444 | 61.6 
1944_Feb. | 21967 | 9441/2467 | 62 | 28.0 07 | 8202 11308 | 2602 13763 | 5462/2006 (4467 | 64.8 
Mars | 21946 |94,8/ 24.7 | 62) 2801 | 67 | 8409/1566 | 203 [3761 | 5405/2064 |44.9 | 65.5 
1045-Fob. | 215.4 89,5) 24.6 | 02/2662 | 07 | 8602 [14—e1 | 2964 1584 | 35,8 /2066, 4608 | 6804 
Mar. | 214.5 | 89-2! Bho | 92 2900 | e7 | 85e4 [1461 | 2066 15867 | 5640 | 2047 AT « O | 88—6 


tS} Including l.siieC. projects. 
b) Including Peet Hcelth, Hotels, Restaumnts end Professional and Personal 
Survic . (except private domestics). 


BULLDING 1 TNDUSTRY. 


NMP Sad 


PRIVL te BULLDING eee, on ~ Va sale of ante. Herd were in tLe in nhs ne 5 aoe 


I a Bb Rema: 


sinco es 194 hehe line houses ee and ererarneesy toted lod £133, 000 
comparcd with monthly averages of 268, 000 in Mar, Qrey 1945 anc of £33, 000 in the 
year 1944, 


HOUSES. Private permits granted in April inelu’ed 144 new houses, making 402 


for the four months of this year. Numbers are by no cans comparable with the 
pro-war level, but show © pronounced upimrd trend, 


INU BER OF PRIVATO PEPMITS FOR NoW HOUSUS - SYDNOY AND SUBURBS. 
tc Pt cee ae at a re at on 


Financial Ha If yer ar cr nded | | Month of = 
Yoar a. ea, ly. a 
Oct.; Nov. | Dec. | Jan. oo |) Maze | Apys 
se pe ee ee eee 
1939-40 ssa | 450 jase |see | 450 | on | eae 
H I 
1942-45 ee) ted Ok eB | 2 | B 
194 5d me Fe | te) ae | 15 
194 And, 49 | 62 | 54) 67 | eB | toe | 444 
De he ee Baten! Leeneee mene eee 2. Marne tee ne 


Goverment scuthoritics let contracts for or authorised. 61 new houses (1€ 
in the metropolis) in April, 1945. ‘The programe of Goverment hcusc~building 
still lags; the numbers for whieh oonstructicn wes arranged averaged 62 (32 in 
the metropolis) in Janesiprd, 1945 and 86 (GO) c. month in July-Decs, 1944. 


GOVERMENT BULLDING, which was tending tc decrease letoe in last year, has 
assumed large prop< artic ons again in neeting needs of British Pacific Forces, 
Works arranged for in april 1945 totalled £316,000 including £1 4 000 ia the 
Metropolis, ocmpare? with the monthly averngo of £163,000 (£72,000 in Metrop-lis) 
during 1944, 


TOTAL, BUILDING, Privte permits in the Metropolis an’ oll Goverment 
building arranged for in N.S.W. totalled £516,000 in April, 1965, ccmpared with 
£565,000 in March, 1945 ond a monthly average of £297,000 in the yeor 1044, 
Building activity has inereasec but remains much below the preswar level, 


MEL OF PUBLIC ND PRIVATES BULLDING Tit NeSe ile 


ag Metropolis. | Goverment, | Total 
Pertode vat as ele — eae ee Nee iar hale aie ee ee ae 4 Gola 
ese ; | fd tdi @ oe 

| Drivate Goverment Total Country Total, lN.5.Wej and 5. 

ee) (3) ee ee ee 
ee en eee PRED SB OE Tn en» Or Re re EN FN Oe SO a opm Be ae sae en manne 
Monthly average value in £ thousands. 
194.0 ‘ j f ce / 
ain ay 74. | 4,081 m5  , 807 | 1,274 
t 72 206 | a 165 297 
Jenekpre 1944 | 108 157 265 60 247 | 9586 
Jane~lprs1945 179 =| 488 | 367 | 420 | 308 687 
{pril, 1o44 75 125 | 198 | 27 150 25 
April,io¢5 || 200 144 L. Sa 498 2.) Bie | 516 
TRANSPORT ut, 

STATE RATLWAYS. More passengers, but less gcods and livestock were trenspcorted 


; and gross earnings were less in april, 1945 than in april of any 
of the preceding five years. 


Comparing the ten months ended April, 1944 and 1945 the nuaber of passenger 
journeys inoreased by 126 per cent. and the tonmage of goods ond livestock carricd 
decreased by 3.6 per cent. working expenses deorcascd less than did gross carnings 
and the net result ves £675,000 less favourable, The decrease in earnings may ; 
be attributed to deereased traffic in war gocds and to effects of the adverse 
rurel sceson cf 194445, 


The National Security (Land Transport) Regulations have been held by the 
Pull High Court to be invalid in repard to restrictions upon interstate travel. 
For the time boing the revised permit system is being continued. The pcesition 
regarding transport of gocds interstate is bcing examined, 


NeSe Ve GOVETNMENT RATIWAIS. 


Mo nth of fprtle | Ten : onths oncded Aprile 
Year Passenger | Goods and | | Gross ' Passenger | Goods nna | Gross I Ne 
Joumeys |Livestoak | i Garnings | Jowmncys sll esti ke ‘ck! darnings | Hornings # 

| millicns _ tons . 2000 | ree cons | tons £000 | £000 

; } j i | | 
1939 | 415.1 | 1,194 | 1,581 | 156.3 | 12,508 | 15,905 | 4,210 
1942 | 166 1,588 | 2,596 | 180.2 | 15,450 | 22,520 > 6.705 
1943 | 4199 | 1,601 | 2,771 | 195.9 | 16,404 | 28,550 | 75450 
1944 | 20.9 | 1,494 | 2,652 | 207.5 | 16.106 | 28,846 | 6,791 
= 2D SY 2 2 15,595 | 26,520 6,118 


— 


g Gross earniazs less working oxpenses3 available to pay interest, ctc. 
on railway loan dcbte 


MOTOR VEHICLES. In &pril, 1945, as in recent montis fewer motor vehicles were 
registered for the first tine than in tho « wresponding period of % 

last ycar, Commercial vehicles ecntinue to comprise the greater proportion of 

the new vehicles rezistered. 


At 30th April, 1945 there wero 296,700 metor vehicles on the reg tister compared 
with 329,200 before the wr. Latterly registrations have inercased less 
repidly than in 1944, as the appended table showse During éipril, 1945 
registrations increased by 705 (cars by 102 ani lorrics and vans by 412). 


Special mticns of petrolare to be made available to commercial uscrs 
whey bocausc of the shortage of fodder, are obliged to substitute motor for 
horsedravm vehicles. 
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MOTOR VEHICLGS RuGIST RGD IN NeSe le 


ota ee ae Se F 
an Rogistored netor voirkeless 


Nunber a ee ~ Inerenso in + 


rare ee — 


Type of er registrations | 


Vehicle. et ctor 
eet, | |Maxch,| Ap iy pe 2008 July, 1942 nae Nehple | JonseApre 


1944 |1945 | | (1945 | (a (t) 1945, | 1944 1945 
Average waeiclyy nunibe 000 000 | OOO 


i i H 
Cars + Se 1 1 FF obel Beye 170.0 (185.2 | 2,204 799 
Lorrics and Vans| 83 | 45 , 42 } 776 700.9 | 82,0 | 1, 833 | 1,557 
All Vehicles, | 88 | 52 | 47 | 529.2 | 267.4 '296.7! 4,089 | 3,172 


(a) Prosver peak, (b) Lowest wartime number cf cars. 


